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Kingdom: God’s New Community and New Way  
 

 2021: You made it. I made it. We made it. Now what? The crises of 2020 exceeded all our superlatives. 

Some of us were eager for 2020 to be done before it was half over.  

 2021: Who are we now? And who will we become? When we have had moments to get our heads above 
water, I have encouraged our elders in the second half of 2020 to be humble learners (as I wrote about in my 

lamplighter article a few months ago). What can we learn from what we are experiencing now as a church that 

will shape our future as a community of faith?  

All of us, individually and collectively, have been changed by the events of 2020, perhaps in ways we never 

would have chosen or designed. But here we are now. As we begin this new calendar year as a church, we look 

ahead and see that while we have been shaped by our circumstances in 2020, we have an opportunity to shape 

our common future together as a congregation. Or better phrased, we open ourselves up to how God will shape 

us as a faithful people going forward, through and beyond the mess we are still in. 

With that in mind, in the first quarter of this year through Easter (April 4), our worship and sermons will 

focus us on the Gospel of Matthew. In the seven weeks leading up to Lent, we will focus on the themes of the 

Kingdom of God in Matthew, beginning the calendar year of worship on January 3 with a challenge to “Seek First 

the Kingdom.” 

A few months ago, I had overlapping conversations with folks in our church and other pastoral colleagues 

about KINGDOM. It is an old word, that doesn’t connect to our current reality in multiple ways. First, it is a 

word from previous eras of patriarchy when mainly men were dominant national and political leaders. We know 

God exists apart from gender, so it leaves us in a bind about what to do with the “king” part of kingdom. Many 

Christian feminists have instead suggested the word “kin-dom” of God, pointing out the alternative family that is 

created by our adoption into God’s gracious embrace. I love that, but “kin” is also an uncommon word today so 

it doesn’t land well in my 21st century ears. There is no doubt, when we read “kingdom” in the gospel though, 

we could think of it as the “new community” of God and that is instructive to us to suggest how this transforms 

our social relationships. 

Kingdom is also a dated word because it is a mostly bygone political system. Even the monarchy in the 

United Kingdom is now more symbolic than political or powerful as the TV series, The Crown, has revealed to 

our American eyes so clearly. We are in a democracy, a democratic republic where we choose our legislative 

and executive leaders. We don’t vote for Jesus every four years to be king. So what do we do with that?   

In the gospels, there is no doubt that teachings on the kingdom of God are political statements and we 

ought to hold up our own political allegiances in light of what we learn about the kingdom of God from Jesus. 

The kingdom of God is the reality in which God reigns. We are citizens of that kingdom. We are shown, given, 

taught, led and invited into a new way of living by Jesus as he inaugurates the kingdom of God on earth as it is in 

heaven. So, as we hear about the kingdom, think also about what this teaches us about a new way of life in 
Christ.  

As I preach, I am sure I will use the word “kingdom” as it can be clumsy not to. But I will also try to use 

these phrases, “new community” of God, and the “new way” of Jesus as well, among others – the dream of God, 

God’s plan for the world, etc. The more word options the better we come to understand and learn from what 

Jesus is teaching.  
 

Your fellow citizen in the new community and fellow traveler along the new way of God,  

Rev. Andrew Hoeksema 
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2021 Per Capita   

 

 Every year, we as a congregation pay Per Capita to the Presbytery of the Cascades, which is then sent 

on to our regional Synod (of the Pacific) and the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA). The 

amount each church pays is determined by their membership totals, hence "per capita" or by head. These 

monies make possible our connectional relationship to other Presbyterian Churches from Ashland to  

Vancouver, Washington, and from Prineville to Newport. These monies support our shared ministry and 

mission throughout the state of Oregon. They also support our regional connections through Synod and the 

work of the national headquarters of our denomination in Louisville, Kentucky.  

 This is not Presbyterian "taxes" as some people jokingly refer to it. Nor is it membership dues to the 

church as we are not a country club. It is a way for the cost of our regional and national connectional organi-

zations to be shared equitably between churches of all sizes. As a congregation we do invite and encourage 

our members to pay per capita each year, $36.50 in 2021. We invite you to do this to also participate in 

these connectional relationships. However, we know that the bigger priority is that each of our  

members pledge and give as they are able to the General Fund. We are grateful to all of you who do so  
regularly.  

  

  The 2021 per capita apportionment rates are as follows: 
 

              $22.30 for the Presbytery of the Cascades 

              $5.22 for the Synod of the Pacific 

              $8.98 for the General Assembly 

         $36.50 charged for each church member 
  

2021 Congregational Business Meeting 
  

The Annual Congregational Business Meeting has been called by Session for Tuesday, January 

26, at 6:00pm. This meeting will occur electronically (remotely) via Zoom videoconference. 

We invite all members to attend as voting participants. All others are welcome to attend as 

observers. Log-in information below, details about the virtual meeting and more explanation 

and proposed rules on final pages of newsletter. 

 

Andrew Hoeksema is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

 

Topic: CPC Congregational Meeting 

Time: Jan 26, 2021 06:00 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81288102332?pwd=b3Rjc0xmZFY3WTVxdHRyMnliR1Z1UT09 
 

Meeting ID: 812 8810 2332 

Passcode: CPCmeeting 

 

2021 Congregational Business Meeting Full Rules  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81288102332?pwd=b3Rjc0xmZFY3WTVxdHRyMnliR1Z1UT09
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Redmond Cold Weather Shelter   

Opportunity to help! 
 

Did you know that Redmond has a cold 

weather shelter operating 120  
consecutive days between mid Nov. 

through mid March? The shelter is a 

critical part of support for those living 

in our community experiencing homelessness by 

offering a warm meal and a night of respite from 

our Central Oregon Winters. The shelter provid-

ed 2,485 bed nights during the 2019-20 season, 

averaging 20 guests per night. This compares to an 

average of 14 guests/night, 2018-19. Covid-19 has 

only grown the demand for the shelter this year 

and increased operating costs. 

 If you’d like to help support the Shepherd's 

House Redmond Cold Weather Shelter for the 

2020-2021 season, you can donate by mail or 

online thru Community Presbyterian Church. A 

special offering will take place on Jan. 24 and 31. 

Donations can be directed via mail to Community 

Presbyterian Church PO Box 1689 Redmond OR. 

97756 or online. (Please make a note in the notes 

box that your donation be directed to Shepherds 

House Redmond Cold Weather Shelter 

2020-2021) 
 

Thank you!   

Quilters Quips 
 

You don’t have to look far to find 

blessings in the past year. We were 

able to meet outside under the  

portico thru November! It was  

always so good to see twinkling eyes! Over all we 

had a productive year. We produced 156 quilts 

and comforters, 184 cancer pillows, 58 dog and 

cat pillows and beds, as well as bibs, burp cloths, 

and table runners. 

 We take the quilts to different agencies to 

be distributed. These agencies include Redmond 

Police, Redmond Fire, Redmond Dialysis Center, 

Redmond Saint Charles Cancer Center, Saint 
Charles Birthing Center, Seventh Day Adventist 

Community Outreach, Pregnancy Resource  

Center, Healthy Families of the High Desert,  

Central Oregon Veterans Outreach (COVO), and 

Quilts Beyond Borders. The Redmond and Bend 

cancer centers receive neck pillows every month. 

 We sold quilts at the Sisters virtual out-

door quilt show and by hanging our quilts virtually 

on our CPC web site. Although not as many were 

purchased this year, we were able to donate 

$1200 between several local programs. They  

included Neighbor Impact, Jericho Road, Redmond 

Cold Weather Shelter, REACH, CPC Deacons 

Angel Tree, and Meals on Wheels. 

 We are still trying to keep in touch! We 

plan to meet on Wednesday, February 3, at 

10:00 am in the Fellowship Hall for a Sew and 

Tell time. We also have a quilters email group to 

show each other pictures of what we have been 

doing at home. Normally we would be gearing up 

for our Winter Quilting Bee; however, we will not 

be holding a Winter Bee but have high hopes that 

our Annual Quilt Camp in August will be able to  

convene. We look forward to sewing together 

again soon.   

 

Becky Dennis, 

Quilter 

Thank You One And All 
 

You did it!!  You made a Happy 

Christmas for many families in 

Redmond! You gave so that 51 

children's eyes lit up as they saw 

a gift with their name on it  

under the tree!  You gave so 

that 19 families enjoyed a festive 

Christmas meal with hot & 

nourishing food & treats in abundance. As parents 

watched their children open their gifts, they knew 

they had been given by loving people from a 

church in Redmond. You are those loving gener-

ous people. On behalf of our Board of Deacons, 
thank you one and all for opening your hearts and 

giving so generously to our Angel Tree Project; 

families from the Head Start are grateful and so 

are we. 
 

Roxanne Duman  

Angel Tree Coordinator 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbUCLlPT9JCadJSAP3kWc-hqXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dxxTd_U6O9nsBRvY6fnJTaEM=&ver=3
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February Newsletter Due Date 
 

The next Lamplighter news deadline is Thursday, 

January 21. All articles are subject to editing.  

Whenever possible, announcements and articles 

for publication should be sent via email to:  

tammy@redmondcpc.org.  

You will receive a reply letting you know your 

contribution was received. 

Music Ministries 

  

 I will begin by saying how grateful I am for the wonderful, uplifting messages from many of you in regard 

to the efforts of music ministries this season, and in particular those of the virtual choir offerings. 

 As I write this, I have completed three virtual choir anthems. The many hours spent learning and editing 

have been well worth it. Admittedly, there were times I wondered if I was in over my head, trying to do the 
work of a professional sound engineer in addition to my work as a music director, attempting to complete  

projects that required great attention to detail, hours of fine tuning, and trial and error. I learned and  

successfully acquired a new skill, and it was one I never knew I wanted. I can now say that it is a labor of love, 

and one I intend to continue as long as necessary into the coming year. The blessing of allowing our talented 

choir members to sing and continue in their music ministry is a great reward, not only to me, but to the  

congregation and all who hear their music offerings. Our choir has long been an integral part of worship, and 

bringing them back, even in a virtual format, is an invaluable endeavor.  

 In the new year, my hope is to be able to spend some of my time incorporating video to the sound  

recordings I make, allowing the congregation to see them in action. I so hope to begin holding virtual choir  

rehearsals, which is challenging, but I have some creative ideas to bring that about.  

 The learning curve has not been mine alone in this virtual choir endeavor. Choir members have stepped 

up with great courage and ingenuity to provide individual recordings of themselves, a feat that can intimidate 

the most seasoned professionals. I applaud their courage and spirit as I remain in awe of their musical gifts.  

 Music Ministries will continue to thrive within this new normal, and while we miss being together in  

person, it is a blessing to be able to combine our talents and gifts in the safest way possible as long as we have 

to, and it remains a tie that binds us all.  
 

Many blessings for the new year, 

Karen Sipes  

Director of Music Ministries  

Karen Sipes, Director 

Thank you for all of the contributions 

of cans and bottles in November 

which brought in $158.00! 

Thank you to everyone dropping off  

returnable cans at our home on SW Canyon 

Drive, it is working out beautifully. 

There are three ways to give cans and bottles to 

the youth group at CPC. 

1) Drop them off at the north end of the church 

near the basement door. 

2) Drop off at Walt and Norrie Taylor’s home at 

1849 SW Canyon Drive (leave on the north 

side of the house on the sidewalk) 

3) Call 541-548-4472 and they will come and 

pick them up at your location. 
 

Thank you for your continued support 

of the CPC youth and their activities, 

Walt and Norrie Taylor 

mailto:tammy@redmondcpc.org
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JANUARY 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 

1/01 John & Lari Hodecker 

1/05 John & Michelle Duff 

1/11 John & Linda Braund 

1/22 Elden & DeeAnn Bauerle 

 

 

JANUARY 
BIRTHDAYS 

 

1/4 Sherry Mink 

1/08 Ann Thomas 

 Ginny Weeber 

1/11 Cheryl Edwards 

1/12 Andrew Barr 

1/13 Jim Hayward 

 Barbara Rich 

1/15 Walter Taylor 

1/16   Nancy Patterson 

 Kylee Rost 

1/19   Colin Leutschaft 

1/27 Megan Barr 

1/28 Cathy Edgerton 

 Dennis Lisius 

1/29 Elaine Johnston 

 Sharon Lynch 

 Carol Nelson 

1/30 Robie Harano 

The Deacon of the Month is  

on call to handle requests of 

those who need assistance  

with special needs.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Steve Thorp 

        In Memoriam 

    John Eskeldson 

Kimberly Rogers and Steve Thorp would like to thank 

the CPC members who contributed bottled water, canned 

goods, and dry food to the recent donation drive for 

Warm Springs. Because of your generosity and the generosity 

of your neighbors in Redmond, over 200 gallons of water and 200 

pounds of food were delivered to Warm Springs Emergency  

Management on Monday, Dec. 14.  

 Special thanks go to Richard Lance and Leanne Latterell for  

opening up their garage for drop-offs and storage.  

 Your donations were warmly received at Warm Springs.  

Eighty nine families either in isolation or home restricted received food 

baskets in time for Christmas.  

 We look forward to more relief efforts for Warm Springs in 

2021. Bless you all. 

 “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in…” 

I am expressing my appreciation and support at this time of  

isolation and trauma from the members of CPC upon the demise 

of John. With a forty year history of a church in Hillsboro and all 

my family scattered, you people at CPC reached out to me in lots 

of kindness and support. I'm certain John is looking down at you all with nods 

of thanks for looking out for me.   

Thanks sooooooo much, 

Nancy Eskeldson 

        In Memoriam 

    Bob Vancil 
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2021 Congregational Business Meeting 

 

The Annual Congregational Business Meeting has been called by Session for Tuesday, January 

26, at 6:00pm. This meeting will occur electronically (remotely) via Zoom videoconference. 

We invite all members to attend as voting participants. All others are welcome to attend as 

observers.  

 

This is the first time (and hopefully the last) we will conduct a full congregational business meeting online. 

We have had worship online, session meetings online, and lots of other groups and committees have been 

meeting online. Some of us have gained a good facility with the technology while it is still brand new and 

intimidating for others. We will try to keep the meeting simple on a technical level, but there may be some 

new elements for some as demanded by a business meeting adhering to an adapted form of parliamentary 

procedure.  

 

If you are completely new to Zoom or need assistance, please be in touch with the office or a friend in the 
congregation who you know is proficient. Brief instructions on the features mentioned below will be given 

at the beginning of the meeting.  

 

Below are some procedures that I, Andrew, submit as moderator to you, members, for consideration. Our 

first order of business in the meeting will be to adopt these procedures. I have tried to phrase them in such 

a way that they are instructive for all planning to participate.  

 

1.        Logging on and signing in to the online congregational meeting 

a. Each computer will only count as one vote. If multiple members of a household wish to 

speak separately or to potentially vote differently, it is recommended that they log on to  

 separate devices.  

b. Please log on 5-10 minutes before the scheduled beginning of the meeting.  

c. Please use your full name for identification purposes. List names of all present if multiple  

 members are on one screen.  

   11.      Connection Issues 

a. Each attendee is responsible for his or her connection to the Internet and the meeting; no 

action shall be invalidated on the grounds that the loss of, or poor quality of, a member’s  

      connection prevented them from participating in the meeting, provided that at least a  

      quorum of members remains connected.  

b. All participants will be muted on entry. The chair may cause or direct the temporary  

 disconnection or muting of an attendee’s connection if it is causing undue interference with 

the electronic meeting. The chair’s decision to do so may be subject to an undebatable     

appeal that can be made by any member. 

111. Recognition and Assignment of the Floor 

a. To seek recognition by the chair, a member shall activate the “raised hand” icon. Upon 

recognition of a member, that member and any others with raised hands activated shall    

lower them, which may also be accomplished by the facilitator if members do not promptly 

do so.  

b. Upon being recognized, a member shall unmute his or her microphone. Upon yielding the 

floor, the member shall mute his or her microphone. 
c. A member who intends to make a motion that under the rules may interrupt a speaker 

(Point of Order, Appeal from the Ruling of the Chair, etc.) shall unmute and interrupt. The 

member shall be recognized to determine the purpose for which he or she is seeking             

recognition. 

          (continued on page 7) 
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1V. Motion Processing 

a. In the normal order of the scheduled Congregational Business meeting, motions will be            

presented from committee and not require seconds.  

b. In the case that a member from the floor makes a motion, the following process will be               

permitted.  

c. A member intending to make a main motion, offer an amendment, or propose instructions 

to a committee, shall, immediately after being recognized and assigned the floor, post the 

motion in writing to the chat window. 

V. Voting 

a. Unanimous consent may be used to process a procedural motion such as recessing and               

convening, and electing a slate of current office holders. When the chair seeks unanimous 

consent on a matter, a raised hand shall constitute an objection to unanimous consent, and 

voting shall then proceed by another method. 

b. Voice votes shall be taken by one of the following methods as determined by the chair.  

c. Voice vote may be taken by means of a Zoom poll in which the question will be the current 
motion and the voting options will either be yes (aye) or no (nay). 

d. A voice vote may be taken means of the “Yes” or “No” icons and shall be considered a               

Division (not a counted vote). A motion for a division shall therefore not be in order                    

following such a vote. 

e. Counted votes, when ordered by the chair or the assembly, shall be taken by an additional 

“Yes” or “No” vote using the icons. 

f. A roll call vote may be ordered by the assembly. 

g. No secret ballot votes are in order. 

V1. Roles 

a. There shall be three designated roles with specific duties, any or all of which may be                           

accomplished by one individual, at the discretion of the moderator: the host/facilitator, the 

moderator, and the clerk. 

b. The host/facilitator (Ryan) shall initiate the meeting, and therefore have control of the                    

various features for meeting management such as the ability to manually mute one or more 

participants and clear status icons (raised hand, Yes, No, etc.). 

c. The moderator shall preside at the meeting. In addition to normal duties, the moderator 

shall direct the facilitator and clerk as necessary related to their duties in these procedures. 

d. The clerk shall keep a record of meeting.  


