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Returning to God in Lent, Hoping for Spring, and What’s Next as a Church…  
 

 Most months, I have a specific theme around which to write my letter here at the front of our newsletter, 

but this month I have a few things in mind to share with the church.  
 First, welcome to the season of Lent and may it be a blessed Lent. (I don’t think we are supposed to say, 

“Happy Lent.”:) We had a lovely and meaningful Ash Wednesday service on February 17. For those who joined and 

who didn’t, I want to re-share the primary invitation we received from scripture and around which I focused my 

sermon, found in Joel 2:12-13: 

“Yet even now,” says the Lord, “return to me with all your heart, 

with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; rend your hearts and not your clothing. 

Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and relents from punishing.” 

While we normally reflect on the twin themes of our mortality and sinfulness on Ash Wednesday, and entering 

Lent, I emphasize for us this invitation to simply return to God with all our hearts and to find God gracious and 

merciful. If you are led to fast, do so; or to try a new spiritual practice, do so; but whatever Lent is for us this year, 

let us find ourselves at home in God’s presence, assured of grace, mercy, and steadfast love in this season of  

reflection. 

 Second, as I write in the last week of February, snow is melting, and if you get down on your knees, you 

may be able to see some crocus or early daffodil poke through the soil. I know we may have a little more winter 

weather ahead but Spring is coming! And for many of us, these recent months of Winter have been the hardest 

part of the pandemic. The short days are getting longer and lighter, and we will soon have more opportunities for 

socializing outdoors and even just exercising more as we enter Spring. New life will come and will bloom and grow 

within us and all around us. Take hope, my friends. We need it and it is coming. 

 Finally, I want the church to know how the Session leadership is discussing and planning for what is next for 

us as a church as we look ahead to emerge from our pandemic routines, begin gathering again, and move together 

towards a new normal. At our meeting on February 16, the Elders spoke about how each one of us is feeling about 

our own safety and risk thresholds as we considered when we should move back towards in-person worship  

gatherings. At that point in time, there was a difference of perspectives, but the majority of elders did not yet feel 

as though they were ready to attend worship regularly in the sanctuary, even with masks on and maintaining  

distancing and other public health protocols.  

 While there is a desire among some to plan on being back together en masse in the sanctuary, we will wait 

until a clear majority of elders feel it is the right time to do so. That is necessary for us to return to in-person  

worship gatherings with strength and clarity of purpose. We are also aware that we will need a sizeable cadre of 

consistent volunteers to play a role on Sunday mornings on a sustainable basis when we make plans to be together 
again. If you have questions about how Session is approaching these decisions and what we think it will take for us 

to be sustainably gathering on a weekly basis, please reach out to a friend or acquaintance who is an Elder currently 

serving on Session. They are listed on our website.  

 For now, we continue to worship every week, gather for Bible Studies, and serve our community in adapted 

modes, trusting God with our today and our tomorrow.  
 

In Christ, Rev. Andrew Hoeksema 
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Palm Sunday March 28 

Worship and Cantata Recordings 

10:00 am online 

 

Maundy Thursday April 1 

Prayer and Communion Service  

7:00 pm online 

 

Good Friday  April 2 

Worship Service 

7:00 pm online 

 

Easter Sunday April 4 

Worship Service 

10:00 am online 
 

Wanted Pictures Of  You! 
 

Wow, what a year we‘ve had! I have been inspired and encouraged by so 

many in our congregation who have persevered through this pandemic by 

doubling down on their hobbies, learning new technology, and keeping in 

touch with friends and loved ones by reaching out in creative new ways.   

With the goal of connecting and inspiring one another, the Deacons invite 

you to share a selfie (or photo of yourself taken by someone else) engaged 

in an activity that has helped you get through this tough time of quarantine. 

It can be anything - baking bread, a new or favorite hobby, reading a mountain of books -whatever! Please 

share it with us. The photos should be in a portrait/vertical format and sent as a jpeg file to 

tammy@redmondcpc.org.  

 The photos will be collected and presented during our online church service and will also be  

available for viewing on our church website. Thank you, we can’t wait to see what you’ve been up to!  
 

Kimberly Rogers and Steve Thorp  

 

Don’t forget to  

Spring forward on Sunday, March 14 at 2:00 am. 

Preparing for the Future   
 

It is good to be able to do something 

which has been a part of our responding to 

church programs in the past. The new  

normal has put everything in a kibosh 

where down is up and up is down, and one seeks to find 

some normalcy. Now here’s an opportunity to once 

again support the scholarship program of Community 

Presbyterian Church.  

 This year we have three graduating seniors who 

are planning on continuing their education to pursue  

career goals. Since 2014 we have supported 16  

individuals who have been a part of our church activities 

to continue their higher education. While the money 
which has come from the congregation only cover a  

portion their cost of these energetic students, the 

amount received was really appreciated by all to know 

that their church had their best interest at heart. The 

long-range goal of the Scholarship Team is to establish a 

significant endowment so that CPC can have a strong 

role in our student’s educational endeavors. 

 This year the scholarship team has set a goal of 

$4500 to assist our graduates. Now is the time to do 

something “normal” by preparing your contribution for 

the aspiring students.    

 

Thank you, 

The Scholarship Team 
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Music Ministries 

Heading into Lent, it is odd for the choir, instrumentalists and me not to be rehearsing for a cantata. This 

time last year we were already well into our preparations for the Easter cantata. This year, however, we 

are well into our preparations for our virtual choir anthems. It is a brave endeavor to sing and record  

oneself, solo, while hearing the accompaniment through headphones. I am grateful for their bravery, talent 

and dedication. This season, with Ryan's help, I've been including a video of myself conducting along with 

the accompaniment, which had been helpful, I'm told. I'm grateful for the opportunity to learn and  

continually hone the editing process involved in putting all of the individual recordings together. I've always 

told the choir that when I present technically challenging music to them that I am stimulating their brain 

cells. My words have come back to haunt me, as my own brain cells are being stimulated now!  

 While we don't know when we will be able to be together singing again, we will continue to do all 

we can to keep our choir music flowing. I am grateful for the encouraging, supportive notes expressing 

gratitude of the choir anthems we have presented. Having Peggy Blocker's talent and skill as a pianist and 

organist has greatly enhanced our music, both in Sunday Worship and in our virtual anthems.  

Blessing to all this Lenten season.  
 

Karen Sipes, 

Director of Music Ministries  

Karen Sipes, Director 

Mt Angel Retreat Rescheduled 
 

The 2021 Mt Angel Prayer retreat scheduled for next month has been rescheduled for March 22-24, 

2022. Hopefully this will provide enough time to be vaccinated and a return safely to some in-person  

activities. As an alternative to the Mt Angel retreat this year, consider the Lenten Devotional that is in the 

weekly E-News. 

Quilters Quips 
 

It was about a year ago that we stopped meeting every Thursday to quilt together. We were still 

able to produce over 150 quilts. Way to go ladies! Meeting once a month to Sew and Tell has 

kept us inspired. We already have made 21 new quilts in 2021. Our monthly sew and tell has 

also been a way to stay in contact with each other but it will be nice to be able to work together 

again. At this point there is no set date for that happening. But it is something to look forward to. We will 

have our next sew and tell on Wednesday March 3 at 10:00 in the Fellowship Hall.  

 February is usually our fleece month, but we are flexible so let’s make it March! We give fleece 

throws to the Redmond Dialysis Center so that the recipients have a warm cover while they have their 
treatment. The staff is always so appreciative when we drop them off. We have several quillows ready for 

our high school seniors that are fleece. Large scraps from fleece can be made into chemo pillow forms. The 

Cancer Center can’t take them currently but we can be ready with cases when they can. Small scraps can be 

put into the dog beds that we continue to make for the Humane Society and the pet rescue organization. 

Lynda Talbot and Bodie are our distributors for that ongoing project. 

Anyone interested in joining in the fun or needing more information may call me at 541-548-1689. 
 

Becky Dennis,  

Quilter 
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The next Lamplighter news 

deadline is Thursday, March 

18. Articles turned in after the 

deadline may not be published 

and all articles are subject to  

editing. Please submit your  

article via email to:  

tammy@redmondcpc.org 

You will receive a reply letting 

you know your contribution 

was received. 

 

 

In Memoriam 

Darlene Bleakney 

MARCH 
BIRTHDAYS 

 

3/01 Lois Ahern 

3/04 Lee Mink 

3/05 Bruce Wilkenfeldt 

3/06 Tom Barber 

3/11 Janet Hucke 

 Brianna Rost 

3/13 Don Shaw 

3/14    Lynn Hodecker 

3/16  Joseph Puentes 

3/18 Yvonne Susac 

3/20 Pat Wallin 

3/23   Pat Pipkin 

3/26 Becky Dennis 

 Pastor Andrew 

 Mary Ann Schliep 

3/27 Rick Hoffman 

3/28 Bert DeYoung 

3/29 Mary Stadler 

3/30 Barbara Barber 

3/31    Joan Carpenter 

 

 

MARCH 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 

3/20 Lee & Sherry Mink 

3/24 George & Beverly Johnson 
Hannah Grandey 

The Deacon of the Month is  

on call to handle requests of 

those who need assistance  

with special needs.  

We wish to thank all of you for the prayers and blessings we  

received after the loss of Chris's brother, Gregg McFadden. We were 

honored to have him live at our home and to be able to have him 

close. We felt all of the prayers and love you 

extended to us.  
 

Blessings to each of you, 

Chris and Mike Slabaugh 

The Prison Mindfulness Institute 
 

 The Prison Mindfulness Institute was founded to bring the benefits 

of meditation and contemplation to the incarcerated. PMI serves prisons 

in every state and their programs have benefitted thousands of  

incarcerated people. The instructors teach a program that includes,  

meditation, mindfulness, emotional intelligence, communication, conflict 

resolution and other resiliency building skills. 

 The program addresses living prison life and also for leading more 

productive stable lives when they are released. PMI also sends thousands 

of books, free of charge, to prisoners and prison libraries. They welcome 

donations of used paperback books (no hardbacks/magazines) on the  

topic of contemplation/meditation. 

 For those of you in the Wednesday Lectio Divina or who do  

Centering Prayer, you know the richness this has added to your life. 
 Examples would be authors: Thich Naht Hahn( Buddhist Peace 

Monk) and his writings, Thomas Merton, Kathleen Norris.... the  goal is 

not to make Buddhists or Christians out of this population of people, but 

rather give them spiritual nourishment and skills with which to life more 

complete lives. 

 If you are interested in learning more or donating, you can visit 

their website at https://www.prisonmindfulness.org/ or by writing: PMI 

PO Box 206 South Deerfield, MA 01373 
 

Thank you for giving this your consideration. 
 

Sincerely, 

Leanne K. Latterell 

mailto:tammy@redmondcpc.org
https://www.prisonmindfulness.org/

