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Growing In Christ & Loving One Another 

 

Practices for Journeying through Advent: Worship, Devotions, and Meditations 
 

 Advent is the season of the church calendar leading up to Christmas. It is a time of preparation as well 

as a time of prayer and expectation. Everything we do in Advent, in corporate worship on Sunday mornings 

as well as our devotional practices at home, are aspects of preparing our hearts and lives for the coming of 
the Messiah.  

 Worship is a key aspect of Advent in which we focus on the hope, joy, love and peace promised at 

the birth of Christ. If you have been worshipping online with us less often, I encourage you to join us every 

week to fully immerse yourself in the beauty and the longing of the season.  

 Personal prayer and devotions can play a role in Advent. We are distributing daily devotions online 

this year through our weekly E-news. There is a link each week to download a full week’s worth of                            

devotions. Set aside time each day to open scripture, reflect and pray. As you do so, remember that you are 

not alone but reading and praying together as a church, each in our own homes.  

 Additionally, in the four weeks leading up to Christmas, I will be hosting a time of Advent                          

Meditations, and I invite you to participate. These gatherings will happen online via Zoom at 5:00 pm on 

Wednesdays, December 2, 9, 16, 23.  

 My intention with this time is that it will provide a chance to go deeper into the meaning and spirit of 

this season of waiting, hoping, and longing by listening together for God speaking to us. This will be a time of 

spiritual formation in which we open our hearts and minds through silence, scripture, and listening prayer for 

God to be at work shaping us ever more closely into the image of Jesus Christ.  

 We will practice lectio divina, a way of listening for the voice of God through scripture and silence. 

This is different than other Bible Studies that many of us have participated in because we are not primarily 

discussing or trying to make sense of context or plot or characters. Instead, it is mostly listening to a section 

of scripture several times over and waiting for God to lead us in specific directions in our life through silent 

reflection. We may do some sharing together.  

 I will also guide the group in some times of silent prayer, praying with our breath, and listening     

prayers. This is different from other times we pray communally with lots of words about God and around 

our petitions.  

 These Advent Meditations might be the right next step of discipleship and growing in Christ for 

some in our church. It might be a first time with some of these practices and that is great. We are all           

beginners, rookies, in the spiritual life.  

 If you would like to plan on joining in this time once or throughout Advent, please RSVP by email to 

me: andrew@redmondcpc.org. I will send out a zoom link for the time together as well as any other                        

preparation materials or follow up thoughts on sessions. 

There is no question this will be a Christmas like no other. Let us commit to practicing our faith in 
Advent through worship, prayer, devotions and meditations.  
 

In Christ,  

Rev. Andrew Hoeksema 

mailto:andrew@redmondcpc.org
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2021 Pledges and Budget Update 
 

 On behalf of the Session and the Stewardship team, I would like to express a big “Thank You” to all 

who have submitted pledges of financial commitment for 2021. When we met together over the summer to 

plan for this campaign, we did so with a keen awareness that this would not be a normal pledge drive,                          

especially since we aren’t seeing each other on a weekly basis for worship in the sanctuary. We understand 

the limitations of online worship and the reduced schedule of other Bible Studies and community events.  

 We made the theme simple, Grateful Together, encouraging church members to consider how 

the ways we have been blessed by this church, the things for which we are grateful are part of what unites 

us in a year of being apart. You all responded. As of November 17, we have received 78 pledges worth 

$260,000. 7 households have pledged for the first time this year, and 25 households have increased their 

pledge from last year. We are very encouraged by those numbers. Thank you! We are hopeful to see                   

10-20 more pledges worth at least another $40,000. If you have not yet pledged, please do so now online 

or by mail! 

 We know that this year has been tough on all of us, and some in our church have experienced                 
financial strain. For all of us the near future seems uncertain so committing to something for the whole next 

year is a challenge. We are understanding that some who have pledged in the past may not be able to this 

year or may have to reduce their pledges.  

 We run the stewardship campaign each Fall concurrently with finishing our budget planning for the 

following year. When the Budget team began meeting in August, we knew we could expect reduced                      

income in 2021 so we set out to find potential savings in every corner of the budget. We have estimated 

pledge income in 2021 to be near $300,000, combining with other forms of income to total $365,000. This 

is 12% lower than our budgeted income for 2020.  

 Accordingly, we have worked hard to reduce budgeted expenses by 6%, projecting $394,000 in 

2021. All of those savings have been found in programmatic and administrative expenses thus far. We are 

comfortable planning for a deficit in 2021 of around $30,000 as we will enter the year with reserves in the 

bank. If we do not see more or increased pledges come in though, Session may need to look for additional 

savings in the budget for 2021.  

 This is a generous church, with many members giving extra in this past year. We are incredibly 

grateful that our finances have remained strong in 2020. Please continue giving as you are able and pledge if 

you have not yet. Please also pray with us as the leadership of the church that we may be good stewards of 

the church’s resources, guided in the Spirit to wisdom and grace.  
 

We are all Grateful Together,  

Pastor Andrew, Session, and the Stewardship Team. 
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 There Is Still Time To  

Go Christmas Shopping! 
 

Some of us just like going     

Christmas shopping at the last               

minute! But you still have plenty of 

time to help make the 2020           

Christmas Season a wonderful one 

for some of our precious Head 

Start families in Redmond. Though 

you can not chose a tag from our Angel Tree this 

year, we have some very special children who will 

benefit from your giving to our Deacons Fund. 

Their parents will receive gift cards to Fred Meyer 

with which they can buy that child a Christmas gift! 

Maybe something that child has been longing for!! 

And each of our Head Start families will also  

receive a generous card with which they can  

purchase much-needed groceries at Redmond’s  

Grocery Outlet. So shop from your home today—

just drop off or mail your donation to the church, 

designated to the Deacons Fund, and we’ll do the 

rest!! And God will bless you for it!   
 

Roxanne Duman,  

Deacon Coordinator for the Angel Tree 

Advent 2020 Devotionals 
 

This Advent CPC is providing a 

digital devotional from The  

Presbyterian Outlook to help us 

move into this Advent season 

like no other.  You can        

download the full devotional to 

print out.  Additionally, each  

Friday we will include a link to 

each week's devotional starting Friday Nov 27th. If 

you would like to request a printed copy, please 

contact the office. 

Click Here to download and print the full Advent 

Devotional.    

 

    Quilter’s Quips 
 

Fourteen brave quilters gathered the first of November out under the portico to show what 

they had been doing while at home staying safe. We also discussed the up coming distribution 

of the quilts that have been made this year. We will be meeting in December (inside) for Sew 

and Tell, and to take quilts to the various agencies that then distribute the quilts to individuals 

as they see fit. We will be meeting on WEDNESDAY Dec. 2 at 10:00 am. The Fellowship 

Hall has been rented out on Thursday mornings so it is not available on Thursdays until the coronavirus is 

under control. Thanks ladies for your flexibility! 

 We will continue to quilt thru the winter months and meet once a month to keep in touch and get 

inspired! Keep on stitching! 

Becky Dennis, 

Quilter 

https://www.redmondcpc.org/deaconschristmastree
mailto:tammy@redmondcpc.org?subject=Advent%202020%20devotional
https://mcusercontent.com/366c7ece0d0c46b998ff31bce/files/b438cc98-c487-4361-8df4-26fa08f97d2d/Advent_Devotions_2020_fulll.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/366c7ece0d0c46b998ff31bce/files/b438cc98-c487-4361-8df4-26fa08f97d2d/Advent_Devotions_2020_fulll.pdf
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Social Issues Group  

Children’s Ministries Project 

Middle School and High School Books Focusing On Diversity And Anti-Racism 
 

 The Social Issues Group made a list of actions to see how we could promote information,                          

education, and service to CPC and our local area. One idea was to provide lists of books for our youth and 

children that focus on diversity and anti-racism themes. 

 Our guiding themes were books that: illustrate and celebrate God’s love for every individual with 

their diversity and uniqueness; emphasize diversity and uniqueness in their verbiage and illustrations so that 

children can see themselves; and reflect the values of Community Presbyterian Church, i.e., growing in 

Christ and loving our neighbors. 

 Three members of the Social Issues Group (Connie Stoaks, Hannah Grandey and Ginny Weeber), 

along with Diane Wilson, Director of Children’s Ministries, read many books to be sure our                                       

recommendations agreed with our themes. Diane is adding more of these books to our church library. 

 Below are our top two book recommendations for middle school and high school students. Click 

Here for our complete list of middle school and high school recommended books. 
 

Middle School Grades 5-8: 

Farewell to Manzanar  by Jeanne Wakasuki Houston. Japanese Internment WWII. 

New Kid by Jerry Craft Newberry Medal graphic novel about a black boy attending a rich white school  
 

High School: 

I Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter  by  Erika L. Sanchez  Hispanic American 

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 1930’s:  Jim Crow in Southern U.S. 

 

We wish to thank everyone turning in cans and bottles for the CPC youth group. They are always 

clean and without any garbage.  

Thank you for all October cans and bottles which brought in $140.00! 

Thank you to everyone dropping off returnable cans and bottles for at our home at 1849 SW Canyon Drive, 

it is working out beautifully. 

There are three ways to give cans and bottles to the youth group at CPC. 

1) Drop them off at the north end of the church near the basement door. 

2) Drop off at Walt and Norrie Taylor’s home at 1849 SW Canyon Drive (leave on the north side of the 

house on the sidewalk) 

3) Call 541-548-4472 and they will come and pick them up at your location. 
 

Thank you for your continued support of the CPC youth and their activities, 

Walt and Norrie Taylor 

 

….THINK POSITIVE….NEVER STOP LEARNING... 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YWFqLBuFA_AQU0k87EjGsrHlOsZbv2eu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MgltMau0earJ6nBDvNnN0jqBz_8-BcjJ/view?usp=sharing
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DECEMBER 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 

12/9 Garry & Diane Wilson 

12/14 Irv & Liz Nygren 

12/19 Jessica Rowan & Sam Saleem 

12/22 Steve & Viki Cross 

12/28 Rick & Susi Nissen 

12/30 Craig & Becky Dennis 

DECEMBER 
BIRTHDAYS 

 

12/03  Art Wright 

12/04 Judy Hetrick 

12/10 Michelle Duff 

12/12 Adam Barr 

 Connie Stoaks 

12/14 Heather Gedrose 

12/15 Sharon Byrum 

 Terry Schliep 

12/17 Jeanne Kosanovic 

12/18 Elaine Blyler 

12/19 Chris Slabaugh 

12/22 Rocky Johnson 

12/25 Rebecca Parker  

12/26 Truman Grandey 

12/30 Steve Crouch 

12/31 Doug Bellew 

  

 

  

     

  

  

The Deacon of the Month is  

on call to handle requests of 

those who need assistance  

January Newsletter 

Due Date 
 

The next Lamplighter 

news due date is 
December 17.                        

Articles turned in 

after the deadline may not be 

published and all articles are 

subject to editing. Whenever 

possible, announcements and 

articles for publication should 

be sent via email to:                         

tammy@redmondcpc.org. 

Hannah Grandey 

Thank you to everyone who donated food to the Mission Team 

Food Drive-Up at CPC in October. Pastor Andrew along with 

Lynn Hodecker, Truman Grandey and Sandy Sutherland                          

delivered the fully packed with food church van to Redmond Community 

Church to be distributed to those in need after the recent wildfires.    

The Kisauni Team is thankful to all that supported our  

appeal in September in lieu of not having a Parking Lot Sale this                                                           

year We raised over $3,400 through individual contributions and 

through the proceeds from several garage sales. Thanks to all that        

participated.  Assante Sana, Rocky Johnson, Luann Johnson, Linda Shaw, 

Don Shaw, Margo Menown, Irv Nygren, Lynn Hodecker, Connie Stoaks, 

2020 Yard Clean Up A Helping Hands Community Activity 

The CPC Mission Committee offered yard cleanup assistance to 

congregants who indicated they could use help with cutting weeds, 

raking leaves, trimming and debris disposal this fall.  The cleanup was held 

on Nov. 7 for the 3 homes requesting help. We had 17 helpers complete 

the yard cleanups on a clear but cold morning following heavy rains in the 

days before. The cleanups at each property definitely exceeded all                       

expectations in a very short amount of time. Thank you to Brian 

Leutschaft, Rick Hoffman for the use of their trucks and trailers.  All                    

volunteer workers did a terrific job filling trucks and trailers with loads of 

leaves, grass, weeds, tree and bush trimmings.  So, to the hard  

working volunteer crew listed below a very special THANK YOU for 

your excellent work: Spike Biggers, Truman Grandey, Jim & Kathi Hayward, 

Rick & Jean Hoffman, Rocky & Luann Johnson, Brian Leutschaft,  

Dave Putnam, Steve Thorpe & Kimberly Rogers, Marion Tripp,  
Sandy Sutherland, Roland & Gail White and Pastor Andrew.  


